The Netherton Cross

The pictures on the Cross are taken to be
Christian in origin. The scene carved on
the face facing the Church (1) could depict
God sitting on top of the world viewing his
creation. The missing part of this scene
may have depicted another figure, which
taken in conjunction with the serpent,
would suggest that this image represented
“The Temptation”.

The other side of the Cross (2) is much
less weathered — presumably because it
faced East in its original situation. The two
fish symbols carved on this face are
probably symbols of Christ, whilst the three
figures may be taken to represent the
Trinity, or Christ with Peter and Paul.
Below the beading is the fragment of a
picture of a long-jawed animal, which has
been interpreted as a lion. This may
represent either Daniel in the lion’s den or
a lion breathing on its dead cubs to
illustrate the Resurrection. The double
strand interlacing work on this side is very
elaborate and suggests that this side was
the primary focal point of the Cross.

Both side ends of the Cross have lattice
work on the end of each arm. One side (3)
represents a coiled serpent above two
human-like figures which may represent
two of the Apostles (in that they are similar
to the figures on side two) while the
long-jawed animal may represent yet
another lion. _

The other side end (4) shows another
bird-headed human figure, below which is
a person with feet up and head down. This
may be taken to represent St. Peter who
was crucified upside down. Below is a

pattern of concentric line markings which
are in distinct contrast to the elaborate
interlacing design of the other side face
because of their execution.
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